






















































HORIZONTAL SIDING INSTALLATION 

Installing Panels 

• The first course (row of panels) should be placed in the 

starter strip and securely locked along the entire length of 

the siding panel. Make sure the panel is securely locked 

before fastening. 

• Fasten the panels in the center of the nailing slots (see 

pages 16 and 17 for specific information on fastening and 

fasteners). Be sure that nail length is sufficient to penetrate 

framing or framing plus nailable sheathing a total of 1 1/4" 

(32mm). If the sheathing is a material that won't hold a nail 

(e.g., foam plastic sheathing), the nail must penetrate 

1 1/4" (32mm) into the framing regardless of the thickness 

of the sheathing. 

• Allowance should be made for expansion and contraction by 

leaving a 1/4" (6.4mm) gap between the siding and all corner 

posts and channels. Increase to 3/8" (9.5mm) when installing in 

temperatures below 40° F (4.4° C). If the panels are 20 feet (6.1 

meters) or longer, refer to the manufacturer's instructions for how to 

increase the gap. 

• Do not drive the head of the fastener tightly against the nail slot. 

Leave approximately 1/32" (0.8mm) between the fastener head 

and the vinyl siding (about the thickness of a dime). 

• Do not force the panels up or down when fastening. Panel locks 

should be fully engaged; however, the panels should not be un

der vertical tension or compression when they are fastened. 

• Since vinyl siding moves as the temperature changes, make 

certain that the panels can move freely in a side-to-side direction 

once fastened. 

• Check every fifth or sixth course for horizontal alignment (Fig. 37). 

Also check siding alignment with adjoining walls. 

• When panels overlap, make sure they overlap by one-half the 

length of the notch at the end of the panel, or approximately 1" 

(25.4mm) (Fig. 38). 

• When overlapping insulated siding, no gap is needed between 

the foam at the ends of the panels. Be sure to butt each piece of 

foam together (Fig. 39), unless installing in cold weather (then 

consult the manufacturer's instructions). 

• Stagger the siding end laps so that no two courses (rows of 

panels) are aligned vertically, unless separated by at least three 

courses. 
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Figure 37. 

Figure 38. 

Figure 39. 



• Always overlap joints away from entrances and/or away from the 
point of greatest traffic. This will improve the overall appearance of 
the installation (Fig. 37). 

• Avoid using panels shorter than 24" (610mm). 

Fitting Siding Around Fixtures 
Use a commercially available split or hinged trim ring (Fig. 40) to fit sid
ing to a penetration such as a faucet or railing attachment, following the 
manufacturer's installation instructions. If a commercial trim ring is not 
available for the application, refer to Fig. 41, which illustrates how to fit the 
siding to the penetration. In addition, the following tips are suggested: 

• Install siding so that you have the factory end laps intersect at the 
fixture. 

• Cut an opening 1/4" (6.4mm) bigger than the fixture or the trim 
ring. 

• When cutting, match the shape and contour of the obstruction. 

• For insulated siding, due to the thickness of the insulation, it 
may be necessary to build out the fixture or window and door 
trim to achieve the desired appearance. 

Fitting Under Windows 
To mark the section to be cut, perform the following: 

• Hold the panel under the window and mark the width of the win
dow opening on the panel. Add approximately 1/4" (6.4mm) to 
both sides to allow for expansion and contraction of the siding. 
These marks represent the vertical cuts (Fig. 42). 

• Lock a small piece of scrap siding into the lower panel next to 
the window. This will be used as a template tor the horizontal 
cuts. Mark it 1/4" (6.4mm) below the sill height. 

• Transfer the horizontal measurement to the panel, which will 
be installed under the window. Measurement may not be the 
same on both sides of the window. 

• Cut the panel with tin snips and a utility knife. 

The cut panel is now ready for installation under the window. Perform 
the following: 

• Using a snap lock punch, punch the vinyl siding along the cut 
edge every 6" (152mm) so the raised lug is on the outside 
face. 

• Install utility trim (or double utility trim) under the window, as 

Figure 40. 

Figure 41. 

Figure 42. 
a receiver for the cut siding. Utility trim is used any time the top lock has been removed from 
the siding. Furring may be needed to maintain the face of the panel at the desired angle. 
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• Install the siding panel, making sure the lugs (from the snap 

lock punch) lock into the utility trim (Fig. 43). 

Sidewall Flashing at Roof Lines 

• Run the siding until the last full course under the roof area. 

• Cut a diverter from aluminum trim sheet, making sure it sits 

on the nail hem of the last full course (Fig. 44). Make sure 

the diverter is placed inside the receiving pocket of the 

vertical J-channel and is tucked behind the nail hem of the 

J-channel following the roofline for best drainage. 

• If a water-resistive barrier is present, a cut should be made Figure 4:3. 

in that barrier to allow the diverter to slip behind the roof 

step flashing and the J-channels. That cut will need to be sealed with tape (approved by the 

housewrap manufacturer) once the diverter is installed. 

• As an alternative to the diverter, create a "kickout" from metal flashing, as shown in Fig. 45. 

NOTE: "Kickout flashing" (Fig. 45) is an additional flash

ing strip that extends beyond the edge of the fascia 

that is required in some cold-climate localities. 

Sheathing~ 

Water-resistive 
1,arrier (housewrap) 

Figure 44. barrier 
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Finishing at the Top of Walls 
Before the final course of siding is installed on the wall, any soffit 
accessories that will be used on the eaves must be installed. See 
the Soffit Installation section. 

Gable Ends 

To install around gable ends, make a pattern that duplicates the 
slope of the gable (Fig. 46): 

• Lock a short piece of siding into the gable starter course 
(i.e., the last course before the gable starts). 

• Hold a second piece of siding against the J-channel at 
the slope of the gable. Mark the slope with a pencil on 
the short piece of siding. 

• Remove the short piece and cut along the pencil line 
as a pattern for the gable angle cuts. Repeat the proce
dure on the opposite side of the gable. Check the angle 
template every few courses. 

• It may be necessary to fasten the last panel at the gable 
peak with a trim nail. Use a 1 1/4" to 1 1/2" (32mm to 
38mm) nail. This is one of the few times a nail should be 
placed in the face of the vinyl siding (Fig. 47). 

Eaves Treatment 

The last course of siding may be cut to fit the eaves opening 
(Fig. 48). 

• Measure from the soffit to the base of the upper lock on 
the previous course. Subtract 1/4" (6.4mm). Mark this 
dimension on the panel to be cut, measuring from the 
bottom edge of the panel. It is a good idea to check the 
dimension in several locations along the length of the wall. 

• Using a snap lock punch, punch the vinyl siding along the 
cut edge every 6" (152mm), so the raised lug is on the 
outside face. 

Figure 46. 

Figure 47. 

Figure 48. 

• Push the siding into the utility trim (or double utility trim) that has been nailed in place along the 
top of the wall. Furring may be needed to maintain the face of the panel at the desired angle. 
The raised lugs will catch and hold the siding firmly in place. 
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Optional Eave and Gable Treatment · 

Use a two-piece cover/receiver along the rake and eave (Fig. 49). In

stall the receiver flush with the top of the wall. Punch nail slots along 

the top edge of the panel every 16" (406mm). Use those nail slots to 

attach the panel to the wall. Snap the cover into place over the nails. 

Transition from Horizontal to Vertical 

• Finish the last course of horizontal siding with the J-channel 

and finish trim or double finish trim. Install head flashing and 

a J-channel. 

• The top piece of J-channel must have minimum 3/16" 

(4.8mm) diameter weep holes drilled no more than 24" 

(610mm) apart to allow for water runoff, and the starter strip 

(J-channel) should not rest on head flashing because it will 

block weep holes. Leave a gap as shown (Fig. 50). 

Transition from Brick to Vinyl Siding 

• Caulk where the sheathing meets the brick sill. A head flash

ing (or drip cap) should be field formed and installed, then 

caulked where it meets the brick sill (Fig. 51 ). 

• If horizontal siding is used, a J-channel or starter strip must 

be used. If starter strip is used, it is necessary to provide at 

least 3/8" (9.5mm) clearance for proper engagement of the 

siding. 

Two-pi c;e cover 

Figure 49. 

Vertical panel 

Head 
flashl,;--

Two-piece 
receiver 

Cut& 
nail slot
punched 

siding 
panel 

3/8" 

• Use J-channel to receive vertical siding. Drill minimum 3/16" Figure 50. 

(4.8mm) diameter weep holes in the bottom of the J-channel 

no more than 24" (610mm) apart. Leave a gap between the J-channel and the flashing. 

VERTICAL SIDING AND 
ACCE550RIE5 IN5TALLATION 

Preparation 

See "Preparing the Walls" section on page 18. When installing staree,e-enp 

vertical siding, however, follow these additional preparatory 

steps: 

• Install horizontal furring strips, or a solid nailable 

sheathing prior to the siding, if needed, to level the 

Horizontal or 
vertical ,lding 

surface or provide sufficient material for fastener Figure 51. 

penetration. If furring strips are used, install them 

Exterior

oheathl"<! 
with house wrap 

12" (305mm) on center or as specified in the siding manufacturer's installation instructions. 

Be sure to use furring or sheathing material with the thickness specified in the manufactur

er's instructions. If the instructions specify the use of special nails (e.g., ring shank nails), be 

sure to use them and follow the instructions for nail spacing. 
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• Snap a level chalkline around the base of the sidewalls. 1/4" 
Typically, the chalkline is positioned so that the bottom 
of the J-channel that will be installed like a starter strip 
is 1/4" (6.4mm) below the lowest point on the wall that 
will be sided. (See the Installing Accessories section for 
tips on snapping a chalkline.) Install J-channel along --=:::;:;;n ~-~-1 II n the chalkline as a receiver for the vertical siding. 

Accessories 
As with horizontal siding, when installing vertical siding, it is 
necessary to install several accessories first, including corner 
posts and window, door, and roof trim. 

Outside and Inside Corner Posts 

• Leave a 1/4" (6.4mm) gap at the top of corner posts. 

• Place the first nails in the uppermost end of the 
top nail slots to hold them in position (Fig. 52). 
Place all other nails in the center of the slots. Nails 
should be 8" to 12" (203mm to 305mm) apart. 

• Corner posts should extend 1/4" (6.4mm) below 
the siding.' Do not nail tightly; the corner post 
should move. 

• With insulated siding, use the manufacturer's ap
proved corner post to receive the additional thick
ness of the insulation. If one is not available, 
shim the post with foam or other shim mate
rial. Always consult the ·manufacturer's instruc
tions first. 

Bottom Receiver 

• Position the top edge of a J-channel or vertical 
base along the previously snapped chalkline. 
Remember to drill minimum 3/16" (4.8mm) di
ameter weep holes no more than 24" (610mm) 
apart (Fig. 53). 

• Fasten every 8" to 12" (203mm to 305mm). 

Figure 52. 

NOTE: Install vinyl soffit 
and fascia before installing 
outside and inside corner 
posts. 

Figure 53. 

1" 

Figure 54. 

Use the center of the nail slots. All vinyl should be fastened securely but not tightly. Sideways 
movement should not be restricted. Leave 1/4" (6.4mm) gaps at the corner posts (Fig. 53). 
Where lengths adjoin, trim the nailing flange 1" (25.4mm) and overlap 3/4" (19mm) to pro
duce a neat joint (Fig. 54). 

Window, Door, and Roof Trim 

Install J-channel at the tops of the sidewalls (Fig. 55). At the gable ends, snap a level chalkline 
along the base of the gable and install J-channel. Overlap where necessary and allow for expansion 
(Fig. 54). 
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After installing flashing, trim around all windows and doors using J

channel. The following sequence is suggested: 

• Cut a J-channel for the bottom of the window, the width of the 

frame plus the width of the side J-channels, and install it. 

• Cut the side J-channels the length of the frame plus the width 

of the top and bottom J-channel. Cut notches in the top of the 

side J-channel. Cut and bend tabs (Fig. 56) into the bottom 

channel. Install the side channels. 

• Cut the top J-channel the width of the frame plus the width of 

the side J-channels. Notch the top J-channel 

on each end, bend the tabs into the side J

channel, and fasten the top J-channel (Fig. 

56). 

• A miter cut and tab can be provided at the 

bottom of the window (Fig. 57), depending on 

the sill's condition. 

Sidewalls 

• To create a balanced appearance (Fig. 58), 

divide the length of the wall by the exposure 

of the vertical panel to be used. For example, 

if the wall requires 20 full panels plus an ad-

ditional 8" (203mm), then the first and last 

pieces installed would be cut to a new width of 4" 

(102mm). Make sure to allow for proper depth in the 

receiving channels of the accessories at both ends 

when measuring. 

• To install the siding, if partial panels are required, 

mark the line to cut by measuring from the edge of 

the lock of the panel and cut the panel to the proper 

width . This will leave a panel with an intact nail hem 

and proper exposure. 

~need/ 

5amewit:lth 

J-channel 

Sidewall 

Figure 55. 

Figure 56. 

J-channel 

Figure 57. 

~ance/ 

Different widths 

Figure 58. 
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To start or end panels that have been cut, and at all 
window jambs: 

• If cut is on a flat area, use a snap lock punch, 
and install into utility trim . 

• The utility trim will need to be shimmed to 
maintain the face of the panel (i.e., soffit pan
els). 

• Shims should not be needed in most cases 
with board-and-batten panel. 

Shim 

• To complete this starting piece, snap the tabs Figure 59. 
into the utility trim, plumb the panel level, and 

J-channel 

Vertical siding 

Snap lug 

begin securing by placing a fastener at the top of the topmost full nail slot, allowing for 1/4" 
(6.4mm) upward movement and 3/8" (9.5mm) downward. (Some manufacturers' vertical sid
ing instructions are different; consult with the manufacturer for specific installation instructions). 
Continue securing with fasteners centered in the nail slots not more than 12" (305mm) apart. 

• Install successive panels by securing from the top
most full nail slot downward, as described above, 
then 12" (305mm) on center for the rest of the pan
el. Around windows, doors, and fixtures, allow 1/4" 
(6.4mm) clearance in receiving channels (increase 
to 3/8" [9.5mm] if installing below 40° F [4.4° CJ). 
When the panels are cut in the ''V" groove or on 
the flat surface of the panel to accommodate an 
opening, install utility trim to properly secure pan
els, as described above (Fig. 59). Check the plumb 
of the installation every few panels to maintain the 
best appearance. 

• If it will take more than one course to span the 
height of the house, terminate the first course 
into an inverted J-channel (Fig. 60), allowing 1/4" 
(6.4mm) for expansion. Install head flashing on top 
of the J-channel and install a second J-channel 
facing upward. Begin the second course leaving a 
3/8" (9.5mm) gap from the bottom of the panel to 
the J-channel. 

NOTE: It is necessary to drill weep holes in the upper 
J-channelthatarea minimum :3/16" (4.8mm) in 
diameter no more than 24" (610mm) apart. 

31 

J-channel~ 

Vertical panel 

/ 
J-channel 

Figure 60. 

3/8" 



• The final siding panel should be the same width 

as the starting course. Depending on where the 

cut occurs, it may be necessary to install utility 

trim inside the receiving pocket of the J-channel 

or corner post that receives the vertical sid-

ing (Fig. 59). It may also be necessary to shim 

the utility trim outward to a level equal that of 

the siding panel face, in order to keep a level 

appearance. 

Cornerpo5t 

Figure 61. 

• Cut the panel to the proper width and create tabs every 6" (152mm) using a snap lock punch. 

Finish the installation by inserting the tabs of the properly sized panel into the utility trim . It may 

be necessary to place a color-matched trim nail near the top of the panel and inside the J

channel or corner post to keep the partial panel from dropping. 

• If you are starting with a full vertical siding panel, you can create a starter strip for vertical 

siding by cutting the nail hem and adjacent lock off a vertical siding panel. Fasten it inside the 

receiver channel of the corner post. Be sure this piece is plumb. Leave enough clearance in 

the pocket of the corner post to allow the siding panel to be attached (Fig. 61 ). 

Gable Ends 

For application of vertical siding to gables, use the same method described on page 30 (Fig. 58) for 

a balanced appearance. 

• Begin by fastening J-channel along the inside edge of the roof. Install an upward-facing 

J-channel as a vertical base on top of the previously installed J-channel at the base of the 

gable, as shown in Fig. 60. As an alternative, install back-to-back J-channels, centered with 

the peak of the gable. Install a cut nailing hem as a starter-strip in each J-channel, as de

scribed above (Fig. 61 ). 

• Make a pattern for end cuts along the gable using 

two pieces of scrap siding (Fig. 62). Lock one piece 

into the vertical strip at the center of the wall. Hold 

the edge of the other piece against and in line with 

the roof line. Mark the slope on the vertical piece and 

cut along that line. Use it as a pattern to mark and 

cut the ends of all other panels required for this side 

of the gable end. Make another pattern for the other 

side of the gable. 
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50FFIT INSTALLATION 
Soffit is used to enclose the underside of an eave. The installation of soffit will determine the posi
tioning of the inside and outside corner posts. It also is necessary to complete the soffit before the 
final course of siding is installed on the wall. 

Vinyl soffit is designed to be easily installed lengthwise from wall to fascia. Soffit panels are similar 
to vertical siding. Manufacturers produce both solid and vented panels, as well as combinations of 
the two. 

Preparation 

Inspect and plan the job in advance. For re-siding 
applications, nail down any loose panels, boards, 
or shingles. Check surfaces for straightness and fur 
when necessary. Surfaces should be uniform and 
straight from various viewing angles. 

The procedure used to install soffit depends on the 
construction of the eave. There are two different 
types of eaves: 

• Open eaves-eaves with exposed rafters or 
trusses-are typical of new construction. Open 
eave installation procedures are also used 
when removing damaged soffit during a re
siding project. 

• Enclosed eaves-eaves with soffit in place
are typical of re-siding projects. 

When transitioning soffit at the peak of a gable (Fig. 
63), secure two J-channels back to back to receive 
an individual piece of soffit on each accessory. 

NOTE: Ventilation Requirements: 
Proper attic ventilation is important for 
any home. Consult local t,uilding codes 
for the appropriate requirements for a 
specific geographic area, and use vented 
soffit or other vented products as 
required. 

J-channels 

Figure 63. 

Alternatively, bend a section of soffit, using a field brake, to match the angle of the peak of the gable. 

Installation Over Open Eaves 
Follow this five-step procedure: 

1. Install receiving channeis (soffit receiver or J-channel). 

• There are several ways to install receiving channels for soffit. You can use accessories such 
as J-channel or F-channel. The best approach is to select a method that works most effec
tively with the construction techniques used to create the eave. 

• Examine the illustrations on the right side of page 34 and find one that most closely resem
bles the construction methods used on this particular project (Fig. 64-67). 

• Install the receiving channels following the details shown in the illustrations on page 34. Nail 
channels every 8" to 12" (203mm to 305mm), positioning the nail in the center of the slot. Do 
not nail tightly. 
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NOTE: Nailing strips must l,e installed as shown 
in Fig. 67 if the eave span is greater than 16" 
(406mm), unless otherwise specified in the sof
fit manufacturer's instructions. In areas with high 

wind restrictions, nailing should not exceed 12" 

(:3O5mm) on center, unless otherwise specified by 

the manufacturer. 

• If no soffit receiver is available for a situation best suited 

for the product, the J-channel can be modified to create 

an F-receiver (Fig. 68). 

• Simply cut slots in the nail flange area where it would be 

nailed to the wall (Fig. 68). After cutting the nail flange, 

bend the flange back and nail it to the wall. 

• If the soffit will turn a corner, cut and install the chan

nel so there is 1/4" (6.4mm) for expansion at each of the 

adjoining walls. 

2. Measure from the wall to the fascia board. Then subtract 1 /2" 

(12.7mm) to allow for expansion. Mark and cut this dimension 

on a soffit panel. 

Figure 68. 

NOTE: These illustrations are based on common 

installation practices used in most areas of North 

America. Local environmental conditions (particu
larly high wind zones) and building codes may call 

for different installation techniques. Always con

sult the manufacturer's installation instructions 

and local building codes to determine the correct 

installation methods to use on any jot,. 
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3. In situations with two channels, (Fig. 67), flex 
the panel between the two channels in
stalled. It is critical in this application that the 
installed nailing strips are wide enough (4" 
[102mm]) to allow a fastener to attach to the 
soffit. Make sure the panel is perpendicular to 
the wall when fastening. 

In situations where the soffit panel will be 
attached at the wood fascia board and then 
covered with an aluminum fascia cover (Fig. 
66), each soffit panel should be fastened 
through the nail hem and either into the 
wood fascia or into a wood shim using nails, 
screws, or staples. 

4. To turn a corner, measure from the chan
nel at the wall corner to the channel at the 
corner of the fascia board (Rg. 70). Subtract 
1/4" (6.4mm) for expansion. Cut and install 
soffit double channel lineal or back-to-back 
J-channel. If necessary, install nailing strips 
to provide backing for the lineal. Miter cut the 
corner soffit panels and install as described 
in Step 3. 

5. Once the soffit has been installed, apply the 
field- or factory-formed covers. 

• The fascia covers can be installed into 
utility trim (either factory-formed or 
field-fabricated) (Fig. 69) or behind the 
existing drip edge. The fascia has to be 
fastened with aluminum or stainless steel 
painted trim nails into the bottom leg, no 
more than 24" (610mm) on center. 

• When overlapping aluminum/vinyl 
fascia covers, make sure to overlap 3/4" 
(19mm). 

• Drive these nails through the fascia and 
only into the "V" groove of the soffit. 

• You may also need to face-nail the fas
cia. Always pre-drill holes into fascia and 
do not nail tight. 

Figure 69. 

NOTE: According to the 2012 and later 
International Residential Codes, "5offit 
panels shall 1,e individually fastened to a 
supporting component such as a nailing 
strip, fascia, or su1'fascia component 
or as specified by the manufacturer's 
instructions:' 
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Installation Over Enclosed Eaves 

The procedure used to install soffit over an en

closed eave in a remodeling project is almost 

identical to that used for an open eave in new 

construction. The major difference is the instal

lation of the J-channel (Fig. 71 and 72). 

• Determine the preferred method of 

installing soffit at the fascia board. 

• When installing J-channel at either 

wall of fascia board, nail every 8" to 12" 

(203mm to 305mm). 

• If the soffit is to turn a corner, cut and 

install J-channel to allow 1/4" (6.4mm) 

for expansion at each of the adjoining 

walls and fascia boards. 

• When installing vented soffit panels, if 

the existing soffit doesn't have openings 

for ventilation, cut an adequate number 

of openings. 

• To complete the installation, follow 

Installation Over Open Eaves, Steps 3 

through 5 on page 35. 

NOTE: If the existing soffit is rotted or 
damaged, remove it completely 1,efore 
installing vinyl soffit, then use the 
instructions for open eaves. 

\ 
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Porch Ceilings 

The procedures used to install a porch ceiling are in many ways similar to those used to install soffit. 
These procedures vary slightly, depending on whether the installation is a new construction or a re
siding project. 

New Construction Projects 

1. Begin by installing receiving channels on all four 
sides of the porch (Fig. 73). If F-channels are 
being used, nail them to the existing walls. 
If J-channels are being used, a nailing base 
will have to be installed. 

2. When using light blocks to attach external light 
fixtures, install them to adequate backing. Figure 7'3. 

3. Plan the layout of the ceiling panels to achieve an even balance or to align with adjacent work. If 
the ceiling panels will run parallel to the ceiling joists, additional 1" x 3" (25.4mm x 76.2mm) wood 
furring nailing strips will have to be installed. Install these nailing strips perpendicular to the ceiling 
joists, placing a strip every 8" to 12" (203mm to 305mm). 

4. Invert the J-channels and nail them to the underside of the wood strips along the perimeter of the 
ceiling area. 

5. Install the first panel into the channels at one end of the porch. Be sure to leave room for expan
sion. Nail every 8" to 12" (203mm to 305mm), positioning nails in the centers of slots. Do not nail 
tightly. Install the remaining panels. When cutting the last panel of the first course, be sure to allow 
room for expansion. 

6. For areas where more than one panel length is needed, use a double channel lineal or back-to
back J-channel. 

7. If it is necessary to cut the nailing hem off the final panel, use a snap lock punch to create tabs 
every 6" (152mm) along the cut edge. Attach utility trim and insert the panel into the receiving 
channel. 

Re-siding Projects 

1. Check to be sure the existing ceiling can serve as a solid nailing base. 

2. If the existing ceiling is solid, remove all existing moldings and fixtures from the ceiling and begin 
by nailing inverted J-channels along the perimeter of the ceiling area. Then follow Steps 2 through 
6 in the instructions under "New Construction Projects." With a solid ceiling, however, additional 
nailing strips are not necessary. Use the existing ceiling as the nailing base for the panels. 

3. If the existing ceiling is not solid, install nailing strips to provide a secure nailing base, then install 
the J-channels. Additional nailing strips should be installed if the ceiling panels are to run parallel 
to the ceiling joists. Follow the instructions in Steps 2 through 6 for new construction. 
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Attaching Shutters and Other 
Specialty Products 

To install shutters around windows: 

• Pre-drill holes through the shutters 
for attachment screws and mark 

the location of these holes on the 

siding (Fig. 74). 

• Using the hole marks as a guide, 
drill expansion holes through the 

siding where attachment screws 

will be located, a minimum 1/4" 
(6.4mm) larger than the diameter 

of the screw (Fig. 75). 

• When attaching the shutters, do 
not fasten such that the shutter is 

tight against the siding, otherwise 

expansion of the siding will be 

restricted. 

• When it is necessary to attach any spe

cialty item, for example down spouts, drill 

a hole that is 1/4" (6.4mm) larger than the 

fastener shank diameter to allow the vinyl 

panel to move with temperature changes. 

Replacing a Damaged Panel 

To remove a panel for any reason: 

• Slip the zip lock or unlocking tool behind 

the bottom of the panel above the one to 

be replaced and unzip it from the lock on 

the damaged panel (Fig. 76). 

• Gently bend out the upper panel. Take 

the nails out of the damaged panel and 

remove it (Fig. 77). 

• Lock on the new panel and nail it up (Fig. 

78). 

h ' ' 

Figure 74. 

Figure 75. 

Zip lock tool 

M ~ 
Figure 76. Figure 77. 

Figure 78. Figure 79. 

• Use the unlocking tool again to zip the upper panel over the lock on the new panel (Fig. 79). 
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Repairing a Damaged Corner Post 

Repair a damaged corner post with a series of 
cuts: 

• Cut away the face of the damaged 
corner, leaving the nail hem and pocket 
intact. 

• Remove the nailing hem from the 
replacement corner (Fig. 80). 

• Place the new corner over the remaining 
portions of the old one and fasten it into 
position with one rivet on either side 
located at the top of the post. 

Snap new corner __ .,.,,,, 
over channel 
remaining from 
old corner posts 

Figure 80. 
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Cut and remove 

"'-- New corner 
post 

Pop rivet at top 
of 1,oth sides 
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